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a God-fearing man, also, as someone 
who cared deeply for his staff, his fam-
ily, his community, and the beloved 
land of his birth, Jamaica. 

He leaves to cherish his legacy his 
devoted wife of 34 years, Lorna, and his 
four children, who all worked for the 
company: Daren, Omar, Monique, and 
Haywood. 

I admire Lowell for bringing our 
shared love of Jamaican culture to life 
on a larger scale through food and fel-
lowship. His success story is an inspira-
tion to all who continue to dream the 
American Dream. I personally was hon-
ored to have known him. 

As part of a tight-knit Caribbean di-
aspora and Jamaican community, he 
was considered a beloved part of my ex-
tended family, so much so that my 
mother adopted him, as mothers often 
do, and took him under her wing and 
into her heart. Lowell was more than a 
friend; he was a brother. 

Today, I honor his life and living leg-
acy. I will miss my friend and will 
cherish him always. On behalf of the 
people of the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict of New York, the Clarke family, 
and myself, I wish to express my most 
deepest, profound condolences to the 
family and friends of the honorable 
Lowell Hawthorne. 

f 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
INVESTIGATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, a few days 
ago, we learned of the Department of 
Justice’s decision to open an investiga-
tion in the appalling practice of abor-
tion providers harvesting and traf-
ficking aborted babies’ body parts for 
profit—finally. 

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues surely 
remember, in July of 2015, senior 
Planned Parenthood officials were 
caught on camera discussing how abor-
tion procedures could systematically 
be altered in order to preserve certain 
organs so that they could be sold to re-
searchers. They talked of ‘‘crushing’’ 
here and ‘‘crushing’’ there, being care-
ful to preserve little parts of a baby’s 
body because they are valuable on the 
research market. They talked of menus 
for organs and how lucrative these ar-
rangements could be. 

It was sick, callous, and completely 
inhuman. It also happens to be against 
the law. Soon thereafter, several of my 
colleagues and I called for an inves-
tigation into these disturbing revela-
tions. 

But, Mr. Speaker, our demands fell 
on deaf ears. Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch turned a blind eye and didn’t 
pursue an investigation. Even after 
multiple congressional committees re-
ferred their own investigations to the 
authorities at the Department of Jus-
tice, nothing was done. 

At the time, I said it was dis-
appointing, but hardly surprising. We 
all know how much political weight 

Planned Parenthood throws around in 
this town. But, Mr. Speaker, in this 
country, no one is above the law. 

That is why I was so pleased to re-
ceive word that the Department of Jus-
tice, now under the leadership of Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions, appears to 
be following up on the evidence and 
taking our calls for an investigation 
seriously. 

In a letter to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Stephen Boyd, who I am proud to 
say was formerly my chief of staff, re-
quested unredacted documents from 
the committee’s investigation into the 
suspected harvesting and trafficking of 
fetal tissue. He said, for now, the docu-
ments are for investigative use only, 
and a formal resolution may be re-
quired for further proceedings, such as 
a grand jury. 

I appreciate the Department of Jus-
tice’s attention to this, and I know I 
am not the only one who will be watch-
ing this closely. 

When the terrible videos first sur-
faced in 2015, I immediately came to 
the House floor and stood right here in 
the well and spoke out about this out-
rageous activity. Someone later told 
me I was the first one to speak on the 
floor, and, Mr. Speaker, I will be the 
last, if I have to. 

I said then: ‘‘I promise . . . we are 
not done talking about this.’’ Today, I 
am glad that has proven to be true. 

f 

b 1030 

LET’S TAKE CARE OF THOSE AT 
THE BOTTOM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, again, I express my gratitude for 
the opportunity to speak from the well 
of the Congress of the United States of 
America. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that there is 
some misinformation being accorded 
the American people. Misinformation 
because there seems to be a belief 
among those who are pushing a tax 
plan that will put us an additional $1.5 
trillion, more or less, in debt. There 
seems to be the notion being pushed 
that somehow by giving major corpora-
tions major breaks, these major cor-
porations will make a major conces-
sion and they will move major amounts 
of dollars down to those who work at 
the very lower levels of their busi-
nesses: those who clean the floors. 
Those who are there, they are called 
the night crew, and they make it pos-
sible for those who come in, in the day-
light, to have a clean office and a bet-
ter work environment. 

There seems to be a notion that 
somehow there will be a trickle down 
to them. I don’t see the empirical evi-
dence to support this position. I en-
courage my friends who believe in 
trickle down to move to bubble up and 
allow the minimum wage to be raised. 

Raise the minimum wage and make it 
a living wage. 

If you can get it to those at the top, 
why not assure those at the bottom 
some degree of benefit from the $1.5 
trillion? 

You but only have to decide that you 
will make a part of this tax bill a raise 
in the minimum wage. Make it so. You 
can do it. And if you should do it, you 
will find that there will be some people 
who will appreciate the fact that you 
didn’t just look out for those at the 
top, that you also decided that you 
were going to take care of those at the 
bottom. 

Finally this, Mr. Speaker, to those 
who believe that people will pull them-
selves up by bootstraps that they don’t 
have, please know this: 

Dear brothers and sisters: People who 
are poor cannot do more with less. 
There is a belief that if you are rich, 
you need more to do more. But if you 
are poor, you can do more with less. If 
poor people could do more with less, 
there would be no poor people. 

Let’s take care of those at the bot-
tom. Let the system bubble up, as op-
posed to trickle down. 

f 

MODERNIZING SNAP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss an issue that is receiv-
ing a lot of attention both in the media 
and in the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, and that is our Nation’s largest 
anti-hunger problem, the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, or 
SNAP. 

As we approach the upcoming farm 
bill, I would offer a brief perspective, 
something that I have been keeping in 
the front of my mind throughout all of 
these conversations. 

Mr. Speaker, SNAP is about families 
that are living paycheck to paycheck 
here in our Nation. It is about helping 
households across this country, not so 
much worry about where the next meal 
is coming from, but letting them worry 
more about their children’s education, 
their own work, and, quite frankly, 
their own future. It is about helping 
every citizen realize the American 
Dream by modernizing a program that 
helps lift folks out of poverty, rather 
than trapping them there. 

Mr. Speaker, this will not be easy. 
There will be people who demonize our 
efforts. Some will even criticize the 
process. We will have those who paint 
doomsday scenarios about what we are 
trying to get done. Some will say it is 
too much, too soon, and too fast. 

Mr. Speaker, nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. Our committee 
has spent 3 years examining every as-
pect of this program. We have heard 
from citizens across this Nation who 
have been helped by SNAP, and we 
identified modest improvements that 
we believe will better serve those in 
greatest need. 
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Mr. Speaker, we must get this policy 

right. As I said, we must get this policy 
right. 

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that 
these reforms are about maintaining 
the American value of generosity, a 
generosity that says no American 
should go to bed hungry each night. 
But, Mr. Speaker, it also strengthens 
that great American tradition of self- 
efficiency that compels us to work to 
improve our own stations in life. 

By doing this, by modernizing SNAP, 
by making these changes that 
incentivize work, encouraging collabo-
ration, and promote and improve ac-
cess, we will be ensuring better nutri-
tion for our American families. And, as 
budgets tighten in our country and 
across this government, we will be pre-
serving a program that must be pre-
served for future generations. 

f 

HONORING JIM HASLAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, one of the finest men I have 
ever known, Jim Haslam, turns 87 
today. 

Mr. Haslam is one of the greatest 
leaders Tennessee has ever had, and he 
is certainly our greatest philan-
thropist. 

He came to the University of Ten-
nessee at the age of 17 to play football 
for the legendary football coach, Gen-
eral Robert Neyland. He played on 
some of the greatest teams in Ten-
nessee history, teams that won almost 
every game, losing only four games in 
the 3 years that Jim Haslam played. 

In 1958, he bought a small gas station 
in Gate City, Virginia, on the Ten-
nessee line. I believe I read at one point 
that he paid just $6,000 for that four- 
pump station. Through much hard 
work and long hard hours, he slowly 
built that one little gas station into 
the Pilot Flying J chain. He is still in-
volved in the business today. 

We frequently tell people in the mili-
tary: Thank you for your service. 

That is a good thing to do. However, 
we don’t show nearly enough apprecia-
tion for people who start small busi-
nesses, turn them into bigger busi-
nesses, and provide good jobs for people 
and their families. 

The Pilot Flying J Company now has 
over 750 travel centers in 43 States and 
in Canada, and provides jobs for over 
27,000 people. Very few people in this 
world can say that they are providing 
jobs for 27,000 people. 

Jim Haslam has now contributed 
over $100 million to the University of 
Tennessee. He and his family have con-
tributed very large sums of money to 
almost every good cause in east Ten-
nessee, in addition to the university. 

He and his wife, Natalie, do not just 
contribute money. They are very ac-
tive in all sorts of civic and charitable 
groups in Knoxville. 

He is also a very patriotic man and 
has great love for this country. He 

served his country in our Nation’s mili-
tary. 

He is one of the biggest contributors 
to the Republican Party in this Nation 
and is personally involved in many 
campaigns. He has been a very good 
friend and supporter for both me and 
my late father, and I am very grateful 
to him. 

Most important of all, Jim Haslam 
has been a good family man. He and his 
late wife raised three children. Then, 
many years ago, he married Natalie, a 
longtime friend; and between them, 
they raised six outstanding children. 

One of his sons, Bill Haslam, is our 
great Governor in Tennessee and a 
chairman of the Republican Governors 
Association. 

His other son, Jimmy Haslam, now 
leads the Pilot Flying J Company and 
owns and operates the Cleveland 
Browns football team. 

Through hard work, honesty, dedica-
tion, and simple human kindness, Jim 
Haslam has lived the American Dream. 
He has touched thousands of lives in 
good and positive ways. This Nation is 
the greatest country in the history of 
this world because of people like Jim 
Haslam. This Nation is a better place 
today because of the life he has led. I 
salute him on his 87th birthday and 
give him best wishes for many, many 
more. 

f 

GRANDFATHER RANGER DISTRICT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Grandfather Rang-
er District of the Pisgah National For-
est and community partners. 

Recently, the Grandfather Ranger 
District of the Pisgah National Forest 
received the coveted 2017 Restored and 
Resilient Landscapes Award from the 
U.S. Forest Service southern region. 

The Ranger District received this 
award due to efforts to produce a 
healthy and more diverse forest. This 
project, which began in 2012, has ex-
ceeded its goal of restoring 40,000 acres 
of forest for parkgoers to enjoy. 

Specifically, collaborative partners 
have worked together to remove under-
story fuels to decrease wildfire risk, re-
store shortleaf pines, and increase 
wildlife openings, while improving 
areas for deer and other wildlife to for-
age. 

These combined efforts of the Grand-
father Ranger District and collabo-
rative partners have yielded fantastic 
results for our community and our for-
ests. 

I know that these efforts will benefit 
generations of outdoor enthusiasts and 
conservationists for years to come. I 
salute the Grandfather Ranger District 
and the many partners who earn the 
Restored and Resilient Landscapes 
Award. 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 40 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. YODER) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God of the universe, we 
give You thanks for giving us another 
day. 

Lord, You are powerful and strong, 
yet You bend to Your people and show 
them mercy and sustaining grace. 

Help the leaders of our Nation make 
wise decisions in our day. May they 
look to You for guidance every step of 
the way until we stand in Your light 
forever. Set us all on a path that will 
lead to peace and security. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. 
LAWRENCE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. LAWRENCE led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

URGING PRESIDENT TO NOMINATE 
A SOCIAL SECURITY COMMIS-
SIONER 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 
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